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controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
f 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to talk about the Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement. I would like to say, 
just listening to our two leaders, there 
are certainly a lot of issues that our 
country needs to deal with. I would say 
that this body has lost a great deal of 
credibility as it relates to stimulus 
packages by virtue of the one we just 
passed. 

While I know there will be people 
throughout our country who will be 
gleefully receiving checks in this elec-
tion year, which certainly will make 
them feel good about us for a week or 
two, I think most of them realize our 
previous attempts at stimulating the 
economy did more to stimulate the 
good will toward us than the economy. 
I think all of us should be very slow to 
try to move toward a stimulus pack-
age, in that our past efforts, to me, 
have lacked the kind of credibility nec-
essary in these difficult times. 

f 

COLOMBIA FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I actu-
ally rise today to talk about the Co-
lombia Free Trade Agreement. I had 
the tremendous opportunity this week-
end to travel to Colombia and spend 
time in Medellin with our Secretary of 
Commerce, our Secretary of Labor, the 
head of our SBA, Mr. Steve Preston, 
and also a bipartisan group of congres-
sional Members. 

Mr. President, I know you realize 
that just this last week, this body 
passed, on a voice vote, the Andean 
Trade Preference Agreement, which al-
lows Colombia, along with other South 
American countries, to actually send 
goods into this country tariff free. Let 
me say that one more time. Last week, 
by voice vote, unanimously, this body 
agreed to extend the Andean Trade 
Preference Agreement that was first 
put in place in 1991 that allows Colom-
bian companies to ship into this coun-
try tariff-free products for sale in our 
country. 

The Colombia Free Trade Agreement 
would actually allow American compa-
nies—American companies, which em-
ploy Americans—to ship goods into Co-
lombia. It is amazing to me we have 
not been able to vote on this agree-
ment. I realize this has actually been 
used as a leverage point, if you will, by 
some of the major unions in our coun-
try to leverage us into maybe doing 
some other things. 

I realize the other body, on the other 
side of the building, is the body that 
needs to take up this agreement. But I 
think most people realize what is tak-
ing place at this point in time. 

I would like to go back in history and 
cause the American people to remem-
ber that Plan Colombia, where we, as a 

country, have invested $5.7 billion into 
the country of Colombia, is something 
that has been done on a bipartisan 
basis. This was started under President 
Clinton with a country that had a very 
fragile existence due to security, due to 
narcotics. It was something that was 
put in place to help our country be 
more secure. This has been carried 
through with the Bush administration. 

Mr. President, I have to tell you, it 
has been incredible the progress that 
has taken place in Colombia, especially 
since the year 2002, under President 
Uribe’s leadership. During that period 
of time, the country has become far 
more secure. 

We were in a city that just a decade 
ago we would not have been able to 
travel to. Economic growth has contin-
ued; 32,000 members of paramilitary 
groups have actually put down their 
arms and come back into civil society 
in this country. 

So we are at a point in time where 
this country has made tremendous 
strides. This country has made remark-
able progress. They focused on human 
rights. Just in February of last year, 
they set up special prosecutors to focus 
on violence as it relates to union offi-
cials and have made tremendous 
progress. 

As a matter of fact, today in Colom-
bia, a place where union officials in the 
past had to worry about their safety, it 
is actually safer—by virtue of violence 
against union officials—it is safer to be 
a union official than it is another 
member of society: a teacher or some-
one else. 

It makes no sense for any of us in 
this body to not want the Colombia 
Free Trade Agreement to come into ex-
istence because today they are able to 
sell products into our country tariff 
free, but we are not able to sell prod-
ucts into their country. If this trade 
agreement were to come about, Colom-
bia would actually be held to inter-
national labor standards. So, in fact, 
the plight of labor there would be less-
ened. As a matter of fact, to have 
American companies playing a role in 
Colombia would also be something that 
would enhance human rights. 

Over the weekend, a leader of one of 
the terrorist groups, FARC, which has 
wreaked havoc on the citizens there, 
was killed. It was something that was 
done certainly to create even more se-
curity there. We have seen the reaction 
today and yesterday of the leader of 
Venezuela, who has 4,000 to 6,000 troops 
on the Colombian border—in essence, a 
threat to that country. 

Colombia has been a friend of our 
country for many years. They had peo-
ple fighting side by side with us in the 
Korean war. They have been loyal 
friends. They have lived up to what we 
have asked them to do and are making 
even greater progress in some cases 
than we ever expected. This is about us 
honoring our friendships. This is about 
us honoring our commitments. 

I will just say, as it relates to my 
own State, we have increased trade 

with Colombia, even under the arrange-
ments that we have now where our 
companies have to pay tariffs on goods 
going into their country. In my own 
State, we would increase tremendously 
the amount of agricultural exports 
going into Colombia if this agreement 
were passed. 

In conclusion, we have an ally in 
South America, an ally that is under 
immediate threat today but is under 
continual threat from countries nearby 
that harbor terrorists who commit ter-
rorist acts against their country. 

We have worked with them for years 
and have invested $5.7 billion or $5.8 
billion into that country. Trade, we 
know, is a stabilizing factor. Right 
now, I think all of us understand that 
the leadership of the AFL–CIO and 
other organizations by virtue of their 
political relationships have been able 
to keep this treaty from passing, from 
being a part of our agreement with Co-
lombia. 

I think it is important for all of us to 
understand the negative impact that is 
having on our own States. As I men-
tioned earlier, farmers in my own 
State would benefit tremendously. 
Manufacturers of equipment would 
benefit tremendously. Chemical and 
pharmaceutical manufacturers would 
benefit tremendously. The fact is, in 
2006, our trade with Colombia in my 
own State was up 49 percent, even with 
these tariffs in place. 

So I hope the leadership of the body 
across the Hall will very soon allow the 
Members of that body to vote their 
conscience on this particular trade 
agreement; to not have a vote where 
they, in essence, direct people to vote 
against this agreement but allow peo-
ple to vote for it because this is good 
for people all across America as it re-
lates to employment. It is good for Co-
lombia in that it shows that they are, 
in fact, our friend. It is good for our na-
tional security. 

It is important for us to have in 
South America allies who think like 
we think and want to see democracy 
flourish, who want to see free trade, 
who want to see relationships with our 
people. 

I think at this critical time, espe-
cially with the turmoil that is existing 
in that part of the world, it is impor-
tant for us to pass this Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement. 

Mr. President, I thank you for allow-
ing me to express my views today. I 
hope we, as a body, will have the oppor-
tunity to pass this bill in the near fu-
ture. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

commend my colleague from Tennessee 
for bringing up this very important 
issue. We know from what has hap-
pened in Colombia in just the last 2 
days that it is so important our coun-
try help them in every way as they 
struggle to get rid of the drug traf-
ficking and trade that has plagued 
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